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Though most of the world believes that contemporary Chinese culture is 
modern and liberal in its societal values, in reality it is still very traditional. 
 Chinese girls in particular are subject to   pressures based on the expecta-
tion that they will observe and fulfi ll the obligations of many different tradi-
tions. As a woman who grew up in China, I have personally experienced this.

Dollhouse is a meta phorical exploration of these customs and cultural 
 expectations. The project presents scenarios of important life experiences 
through the use of paper cutouts, small toys, and other props in a dollhouse-
like set; I photograph the set in the studio, then add myself to the  image in 
post-production, through digital compositing techniques. The scenes  depict 
key events in a traditional Chinese life, from taking piano lessons as a 
child to getting married to having children of your own. However, in each 
scene, “live” human hands extend into the frame, arranging, adjusting, and 
 manipulating its elements. I intend these hands as a metaphor for the way 
young people in China are guided through these customs, and how their lives 
are essentially manipulated by outside forces and people (family  members, 
authority fi gures, and so forth) who have a stake in enforcing traditions.

Although my Chinese peers and I have all felt the power of these  forces, 
I hope to remind viewers of the degree to which all of our lives are 
 controlled by cultural expectations—even in the West, though perhaps 
not to the degree that this is true in China. In so doing, I want to make 
the case that while it may be diffi cult to challenge these expectations, it is 
worth  doing—and that it is possible to fi nd a balance between personal 
hopes and ambitions and the expectations imposed by family and society.
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