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For me, phofography is a way to save things thaot
might ofherwise be lost. Im referring not only to
fhe physical things that photography  documents,
but dlso to culture in general ond hisfory itself. The
photographs in Solor Terms are my small way of
saving something fromm my own' culfure-specifically,
the fradiional objects ond syrmbols that have long
been associoted with  changing  seasons in- China.

In China, there arent just four seasons; there are
24 Each of the West's four seasons is subdivided,
and each of these short periods is associated and
celebrated with specific natural elements-certain fruits
that are eaten ond flowers that are cultivated and
displayed, for exarmple. | use these ‘ingredients’
fo create a cologe representing each season. |
arrange fhem on a badkit surface, often cutting
fhern info thin slices, in order to gve them a
franslucency  that dllows them 1o be layered yet
offen visble in their entirety. This opproach also
imparts a delicate fonal and color qudlity to the image.

| arronge my raw materiols so  that  they it
within - o drculor  area, ond  then mask  them
with o crcle in posforoduction. I China,  the
crcle s a frodtional shape for the presentation
ond mounting of artwork. It is also, in China and
fhe West, a symbol of nafure’s ongoing, unending
cyclethe crcle of lfe, as the saying here goes.
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